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of Senator DURBIN, or his designee; the 
second 30 minutes under the control of 
Senator THOMAS, or his designee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Further, I ask 
consent that following morning busi-
ness, the Senate then resume consider-
ation of S. 1287, the nuclear waste dis-
posal bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 
11:30 a.m. Following morning business, 
the Senate will resume consideration 
of S. 1287, the nuclear waste disposal 
bill. As a reminder, second-degree 
amendments must be filed by 12:00 
noon to the pending substitute amend-
ment. Negotiations regarding the num-
ber of amendments and debate time on 
the nuclear waste bill are still under-
way. However, amendments are ex-
pected to be offered during tomorrow’s 
session. Therefore, Senators can expect 
votes throughout the day. Senators 
who have amendments should work 
with the bill managers on a time to 
offer their amendments. 

f 

ORDER FOR FILING OF 
AMENDMENTS 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Now I ask unani-
mous consent that notwithstanding ad-
journment, Senators have until 6 
o’clock p.m. today to file first-degree 
amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order 
following the remarks of Senator MUR-
RAY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

THE PRESIDENT’S EDUCATION 
BUDGET 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I have 
come to the floor today to talk about 
the budget the President has presented 
to Congress this year. Every budget is 
a statement of priorities, and I wanted 
to share with my colleagues how this 
budget matches up with the priorities 
of the people I represent. I will spend a 
moment talking about how we should 
consider budgets in this remarkable pe-
riod of economic strength. 

The President’s FY 2001 budget 
comes at a time of great prosperity and 
also great challenges. I take the budget 

decisions we will make this year very 
seriously. We have an historic oppor-
tunity to meet our long-term commit-
ments and make vital investments. In 
looking at the budget, I am focused on 
two priorities. 

First, we cannot squander the sur-
plus. It has been too hard to reach this 
point of progress. When I came to the 
Senate in 1993, our fiscal house was a 
mess. But we made the tough, fiscally 
responsible decisions that have brought 
us to this point. The surplus is not here 
by accident. We made very difficult 
choices, and now is not the time to 
abandon our steady, responsible ap-
proach. 

We have a responsibility to use the 
surplus in ways that will meet our 
long-term commitments and continue 
our economic growth. We know that 
Social Security and Medicare are run-
ning out of money. These are promises 
from one generation to the next. And it 
would be wrong—fiscally and morally—
not to save those programs while we 
have the chance. 

We should also remember that these 
surplus projections are just that—pro-
tections. I worry that some of the pro-
jections my Republican colleagues 
have used are too rosy—in part because 
they are based on faulty assumptions, 
and they do not account for any slow-
ing down of our economy. I think we 
should use the most realistic estimates 
available. 

Second, we have to continue to make 
the responsible investments that will 
help our economy grow. We must main-
tain our investments in areas like edu-
cation, R&D, infrastructure, criminal 
justice, agriculture, and defense. We 
must strengthen Social Security and 
Medicare. And we must provide tar-
geted tax relief. I am pleased that the 
President has presented a responsible 
plan for meeting those objectives. 

One important investment is paying 
down the debt. We are responsible for 
paying down a major portion of the 
public debt. A commitment of $2.5 tril-
lion over ten years—as called for by 
the President—would make us debt free 
within 13 years. Mr. President, now is 
the time to pay down the debt—while 
the economy is strong. 

I know there will be a lot of debate 
over tax cuts this year. There is room 
for tax cuts—but they need to be re-
sponsible. We should remember that 
just last year Republicans were push-
ing an irresponsible, $790 billion tax 
cut. I am glad the American people re-
jected it. And this year, some presi-
dential candidates appear willing to 
roll the dice on even riskier schemes. 

This year we should be on the look 
out for tax cuts that do not help our 
country. When looking at tax cuts, I 
will be asking: Do they contribute to 
our future and promote our economic 
growth by investing in workers and 
education? 

I would like to turn to the invest-
ments we have to make in education. 

When I think of the types of invest-
ments that have real returns for Amer-
ica’s families—education tops the list. 
Investing in education pays dividends 
in boosting our country’s productivity 
and expanding our people’s potential. 
We must continue to invest in edu-
cation so that every American will 
have the tools and skills to succeed in 
the global economy. We know that by 
reducing class size, investing in teach-
er quality, and making higher edu-
cation more accessible, we are improv-
ing the prospects for our nation and 
our people. And I am proud of the 
many education investments this budg-
et makes. 

We must stay on the path of hiring 
100,000 fully-qualified teachers to re-
duce class size. We know that kids 
learn the basics and have fewer dis-
cipline problems in smaller classes. 
The budget boosts funding to $1.75 bil-
lion, an increase of $450 million over 
the current level. That’s enough to hire 
about 49,000 teachers, nearly half-way 
to our long term goal. So I commend 
the president’s budget for its commit-
ment to reducing class size. By work-
ing together over the past two years, 
we’ve already made the classroom a 
better, more productive place for 1.7 
million students—and with the Presi-
dent’s latest commitment, we can 
bring the benefits of smaller classes to 
many more students. 

We know that when we reduce the 
number of students in each classroom—
we need more classrooms, so I am 
pleased the President’s budget also fol-
lows through on our efforts to boost 
school construction. 

The President’s budget also takes 
greats steps forward to improve teach-
er quality. As I listened to the Presi-
dent’s State of the Union Address last 
month, I was excited to see that efforts 
to boost teacher quality are finally 
getting the national attention they de-
serve. 

We need to have a plan to recruit, 
train and reward great teachers; a plan 
to help high-poverty school districts 
attract great teachers through better 
pay and higher standards; and a plan to 
reward school districts that make 
progress in reducing the number of 
uncertified teachers and teachers 
teaching outside their subject area. 
These would all represent great steps 
forward. 

We need to boost hometown teacher 
recruitment, to help professionals from 
diverse fields make the transition to 
the classroom, and to promote profes-
sional development for school leaders. 

But there is more we should do to 
boost teacher quality. That’s why, last 
year, I introduced the Quality and Ac-
countability are Best for Children 
Act—Quality ABCs (S. 1926). After 
talking with parents, teachers and stu-
dents, I wrote a bill that will hold edu-
cators accountable for their students’ 
progress. It will help keep great teach-
ers in the classroom by offering them 
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improved professional development and 
career ladders. It will reward and rec-
ognize great educators. It will offer a 
meaningful financial bonus for states 
to improve teacher pay and it will en-
sure teachers have the training they 
need to use technology in the class-
room. 

I believe the President’s budget—and 
his State of the Union Address—are a 
great start to boosting teacher quality 
across America. 

The President’s budget also makes 
important investments in early edu-
cation, in Headstart funding, in pre-
venting youth violence, and in expand-
ing college access.

Mr. President, clearly this is a budg-
et that recognizes the importance of 
education. It matches our funding with 
our priorities. 

But there are some initiatives that 
do not require a budget allocation. And 
I would like to spend a moment high-
lighting some of the efforts I will fight 
for as we reauthorize the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act. 

First, there is a lot we can do to 
boost parental involvement. Parents 
are a child’s first and best teachers, 
and studies have shown that when fam-
ilies are involved in education their 
children do better in school. Today, it 
is difficult for parents and family 
members to participate in their chil-
dren’s education—either because they 
do not feel welcomed by schools or be-
cause their time is limited by work and 
other constraints. 

That is why I’ve introduced two bills 
to make it easier for parents to help 
their children succeed in school. 

First, I introduced the Time for 
Schools Act, S. 1304, which allows par-
ents to take up to 24 hours of unpaid 
leave from work each year to attend 
academic events at school. 

And second, with input from parents 
and teachers, I wrote the Parent-Fam-
ily School Partnership Act, S. 1772, 
which will encourage families to par-
ticipate in schools, will train educators 
in the best ways to involve parents, 
will invest in family involvement ef-
forts, and will use technology and com-
munity college partnerships to boost 
parental involvement. 

A great classroom and a great teach-
er only go so far, these bills will go a 

long way to ensuring that students get 
the most from school by having a par-
ent involved. 

We should also do more to expand 
technology in the classroom. In 1997, 
we made sure that new teachers get the 
technology training they need before 
they enter the classroom. This year, we 
should work to make sure that current 
teachers receive technology training as 
part of an on-going professional devel-
opment. That effort is part of my 
‘‘Quality ABCs’’ bill that I just referred 
to. 

And I support increasing resources 
for, and access to, education tech-
nology, improving coordination and ef-
fective uses of education technology—
including distance learning and ad-
vanced placement services. And finally, 
protecting students from inappropriate 
material on the Internet. 

We should offer students a voice in 
education decisions. I have always be-
lieved that young people should have a 
role in the decisions that affect them. 
That’s why I introduced the ‘‘Youth 
and Adult School Partnership Act,’’ S. 
1773, which will create more meaning-
ful roles for students in their schools 
and communities, invest in successful 
student-adult partnerships, and con-
tinue researching the link between stu-
dent involvement and student achieve-
ment. 

Finally, we should promote the types 
of local partnerships that help students 
succeed. As I have visited schools 
throughout my State, I have been im-
pressed by how well they have formed 
partnerships with local business and 
non-profit organizations. I visited one 
community, where the local chamber 
of commerce runs a Teacher Internship 
Program—where teachers spend their 
summers in the business world—see-
ing—first-hand—the skills their stu-
dents will need. And those efforts can 
have great results for our students. So 
we must continue to promote these 
local partnerships. 

I have laid out my vision—the Demo-
cratic vision—for how we can improve 
public education. I have been working 
on this for many years, and it seems 
that the response from the other side is 
always ‘‘Schools are failing, and local 
control is the answer.’’

Education in our country is already 
under local control. I served on a local 
school board, and I can tell you that as 
a fact. Do we need to reduce paper-
work? Yes. Do we need to be more 
flexible? Yes. But the real question is: 
What are we doing to support edu-
cation? This budget—and the ideas I 
just mentioned—offer a specific blue-
print—for how we can improve edu-
cation. 

I fear that instead of giving these 
tools to our educators, the majority 
would rather criticize our public 
schools. 

Too often, their rhetoric tears down, 
when we should be building up. The 
majority’s education agenda too often 
resembles an effort to assign blame. I 
believe a better approach—the Demo-
cratic approach—is to strengthen the 
partnerships that improve education. 

We Democrats—in the Senate and the 
House along with the President—are 
offering something positive—and I 
hope that this agenda of excellence is 
greeted by honest examination and 
constructive debate focused on helping 
students learn—and not the usual par-
tisan blame game. 

We have a chance to lead. We have a 
chance to really improve public edu-
cation for all Americans. Let’s not 
abandon the principles that have made 
our nation great. Let’s not let partisan 
gamesmanship stand in the way of 
progress. Let’s take this unprecedented 
opportunity in our nation’s history to 
make the investments we need, and to 
do right by our nation’s parents, our 
nation’s educators, and—most impor-
tantly—our nation’s future—the chil-
dren attending our public schools. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 10:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, February 9, 2000. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 5:50 p.m., 
adjourned until Wednesday, February 
9, 2000, at 10:30 a.m. 
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